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gentleman present came forward and endorsed my remarks. He said he 
had a son whose wife was a German lady, and who was now a missionary in 
Bagdad. They have a child of three, and their child speaks three languages 
with perfect fluency — English, German and Arabic ! No doubt the child 
will forget two of the three, and this is no argument for teaching foreign 
tongues to babies, but surely it does prove that the acquisition of a foreign 
tongue need not present insuperable difficulties to any of us. 


THE 


LETTER BAG. 


“ P.R.” 

[The Editor is not respo?tsible for the opinions of correspondents. ] 

In answer to J.P.’s question about a botany book for young children, I 
would suggest Master’s Botany for Beginners , published by Bradbury, 
Evans & Co., Bouverie Street, E.C., and also I think she might find helpful 
a little book called On the Culture of the Observing Powers of Children 
(especially in connection witlTthe study of botany), by E. A. Youman and J. 
Payne. This book is helpful to the mother or teacher in teaching botany. 

Miss Youman has also written a First Book of Bota?iy (5 si) which I 
believe is very good, though I do not know it myself. Both these books are 
published by Henry S. King & Co., 65 Cornhill, London. Apart from botany, 
only, I know of no more delightful book than Object Lessons from Nature , 
by Professor Miall, F.R.S. (published by Cassell & Co.). 

Even tiny children are deeply interested in it, and my little girls, aged six 
and four years, become absolutely excited over the Fly-trapping Sundew. 

Having the great privilege of Professor Miall’s acquaintance, and knowing 
the delightful way in which he interests children in all natural objects, l 
strongly advise every mother or teacher to get this book, for one can abso- 
lutely rely on every word in it, which is certainly not the case with some so- 
called “science books.” 

F. M. S. 


Dear Editor, — In reply to your correspondent, J. P., I can recommend 
a book on botany which, though old, I find very nice for children — Mrs. 
Lankester’s Wild Flowers Worth Notice . We also use another — Flowers of 
the Field by the Rev. C. A. Johns, but it is much more advanced. Mr. 
Johns is also the author of The Forest Trees of Britain . 

Wild Flowers , Birds , and Insects of the Months , by H. G. Adams, is 
another most interesting and instructive book for children. 

Yours truly, 

M. S. M. 


Dear Editor, — M ay I call the attention of your readers to the subject of 
children’s questions. The mark of interrogation might well stand as the 
symbol of the age. Every department of thought and action is exposed to 
a running fire of questioning. The minds of those young men and maidens 
who have been trained in an atmosphere of thought are exercised upon the 
profoundest problems, but all too soon they are confronted by the reality of 
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man’s limitations when he essays to touch the boundaries of the Unseen 
mfd Unknowable. Much of the pathos of the spiritual and intellectual life 

consists in unanswered questions. . 

Ouestions, like answers, are cues to character. Questions may display 
the greatest ivit or stupidity, wisdom or folly, learning or ignorance, modesty 
or impudence. There is scarcely a form of speech more utterly confounding, 
or more likely to give offence. . 

Probably none of the questions raised by wit or philosophy have caused 
more perplexity than those by which parents are constantly besieged, when 

their children’s young ideas begin to shoot. 

The inquisitiveness of these miniature philosophers is generally regarded 
as one of the provoking yet irresistible prettinesses of childhood, and, un- 
fortunately, it is not simply admired as a prettiness, but is treated as such. 

Parents, apparently, if not actually, ignore the fact that this ceaseless flow 
of inquiry is one of the means of moral and intellectual development. All 
healthy young life is eager, inquisitive, and acquisitive. It is sad to observe 
what shuffling, evasive replies are sometimes given to questions deserving 
careful answers, whilst, in other cases, the foolish expedient is resorted to 
of saying : “ Children should not ask questions.” Parents are frequently 
tempted to consult expediency rather than prudence, and follow “ the line of 
least resistance.” 

Unimportant as these rebuffs and evasions may appear, they are never- 
theless a fruitful source of filial contempt, deceit, and precociousness. It 
may be objected that it is impossible, and, even if possible, not proper, to 
answer the numberless queries with which children confront their elders. 
Surely it would be treating our children as rational beings to tell them 
frankly, when they ask improper questions, that they shall know when they 
are old enough. It is unkind to hurt a child’s mind by harsh rebuke when 
eagerly questioning, because we happen to be pressed for time ; we should, 
rather, promise attention at the earliest leisure moment, and strictly keep 


the promise. 

Parents would not lose filial respect — rather the reverse — by confessing 
ignorance when questions exceed the range of their knowledge ; it may be 
humiliating to do so, but anything is preferable to telling a child a falsehood, 
resorting to innuendoes, or pretending to superior knowledge. If possible, 
search for the information at once, letting the child see your patient search, 
for children are proverbially imitators, and soon learn to copy, with a certain 
amount of pride, the actions of their elders. 

This system of mutual discipline may be troublesome, but what is the 
result of indulging in indolence and impatience, consulting personal con- 
venience, and petulantly ignoring the just claims of the children ? 

It is impossible to evade the fact that even children can penetrate the 
daily shallowness of parents, and often become deceitful through taking 
means surreptitiously of obtaining knowledge. Children instinctively feel 
knowledge to be a birthright, and if we injudiciously refuse to answer their 
questions, sooner or later they will seek satisfaction in other directions, too 
often in evil ones, and our moral influence and control will be lost through 
not having exercised a sweet reasonableness. 

It is the treatment of the daily incidents of child-life which constitute 
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good or bad training. The trend of the home life will materially affect our 
children when they reach maturity. The training of children resolves itself 
into this : the life of a single human being is a severely just answer to the 
question — What were the parents ? 

“ . . . . There stands before you 
The youth and golden top of your existence — 

Another life of yours.” 

Alice Augusta Gore. 


Dear Editor, — I n reply to J.P.’s letter in the Parents' Review for this 
month, I should like to suggest the following books as guides for short 
stories and talks on moral subjects : Elements of Morality , by Mrs. Charles 
Bray, published by Longmans, Green & Co., and Short Sermons to Children , 
by three cousins, published by the Sunday School Association. The latter 
book is so simply and charmingly written that it can be read to the children. 

The best botany book for children is, I think, the one by Mr. Kitchener, 
A Year's Botany. 

E. Simon. 


Dear Editor,— May I recommend to “ J. P.” the Rev. G. Henslow’s 
Botany for Children . It is simple and clear, and is intended for young 
children. Published by Stanford ; price about 4^. 


M. S. W. 


Madam, — The discussion on sceptical little children seems to me only 
another of the terrible results of the present unwholesome system of educa- 
tion. The mothers who pride themselves on never having left the children 
to servants, would have done much better to leave them in the nursery to 
the care of a God-fearing nurse, to bringing them downstairs to hear scraps 
of conversation on all kinds of subjects. Can the parents be surprised if 
the children retail what they hear? But even if there are not these outward 
incentives to startling opinions, there is the foolish nineteenth century 
fashion of asking babies’ opinions on all and every subject. Children of four 
and five are invited to discuss subjects of which they can know little or 
nothing, and the more contradictory to received opinion these infantile say- 
ings are, the more the delighted parents proclaim the originality, nay 
genius, of their offspring. How can they be surprised if the children do not 
distinguish between secular and sacred subjects, and expect their strictly 
religious theories to be received with the same applause as those on ordinary 
subjects. It is folly discussing religious doctrines with babies ; they should 
be taught to do and believe unquestioningly whatever their parents tell 
them, any doubts treated as mere disobedience to their parents, not magni- 
fied into a diseased “ soul ” and made a subject of morbid discussion between 
parent and child. Such a boy as “E. L. T.’s ” wants a good school, nice 
companions of his own age, plenty of games, which he can hardly have with 
his younger brothers. Out-door exercise only leads to mere dreeing, un- 
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. a ,„;th strong interests and games requiring attention, 
less it can be coupled w ^ ^ ^ banishing books, unless morbid ones 
and 1 cannot think t. • a c hild 0 f that kind to have any 

about “good ’’ little boys, » But sc h 0 ol would be the best place for 

thing to think of excep „ bag nQt checke d his tendency to self-intro- 

‘"’“"'r'te'L. perfectly marvellous cures of both physical and 
momtl^delicacyeffected by the wholesome commonplace atmosphere of a 
good school. M L 


npAP FnlT oR-In the P. R. Letter Bag this month “J. P.» asks for the 
D - a simple book on Botany. Playing at Botany , by Phoebe Allen, 
£5 ,„ 1 d ‘b Welts Gardner. Dar.on & Co., a Paternoster Buildings, E C 
is intended for nursery readers, and let, each flower tell is own story , the 
work is a charming one and converts the flowers into familiar friends. 

Many thanks for telling me of Mrs. Curvven’s First Lessons on the Piano. 
1 have written for it. With kind regards. 

r . K. 


Dear Editor, — Do you know' of any lady who could come and teach us 
some of this early training of the House of Education ? 

X. Y. Z. 

[Yes ; arrangements may be made to receive students in training during 
the long vacation. — E d.] 


Dear Madam,— -We have taken the Parents' Review for a year. It is 
a source of the greatest encouragement and comfort to me, as I am sure it 
is to many mothers. 

My children are both babies, one of four years, and I have seen a request 
from a mother for the names of books for little ones and would like to tell 
her of Baby World published by Messrs. Frederick Warne & Co. My 
little boy prefers it to any book except the Life of Our I.ord published by 
F. Warne & Co. Baby World is compiled by Mrs. Dodge from the stories 
for little ones in St. Nicholas . There is one very suggestive “ word to 
mothers” which I quote, called “ Baby’s Skies” : 


“ Would you know the baby’s skies? 
Baby’s skies are motherYeyes. 
Mother’s eyes and smiles together 
Make the baby’s pleasant weather. 

“ Mothers, keep your eyes from tears ; 
Keep your heart from foolish fears. 
Keep your lips fromidull complaining, 
Lest the baby think it’s raining.” 


C. T. W. 


OUR WORK. 


We have received only one competition for Mrs. Steinthel’s prize for 
“Twelve Educational Books on Early Training most suitable for Mothers. 
As it appears in vain to wait for “ competitors ” for the prize, we venture to 
publish the list, and add a second list of eight which we have received : 

(i) Education (Herbert Spencer) ; (2) Practical Education (Leland) ; (3) 
Home Education (Charlotte Mason) ; (4) Household Education (Harriet 
Martineau) ; (5) Motherhood (Dr. Alice Ker) ; (6) Children : How to Study 
Them (Dr. Warner) ; (7) Mutter und Hose Leider (Frobel) ; (8) Thoughts 
on Education (Locke) ; (9) Educational Reformers (Quick) ; (10) How to 
Influence Little Children (F. Lord); (n) Notes on the Early Training of 
Children (Malleson) ; (12) The first Three Years of Childhood (Perez). 

(i) Home Education ’(by Miss Charlotte Mason) ; (2) Hints on Home 
(by Dr. J Abbott) ; (3) Education (by Herbert Spencer^; (4) New Life: its 
Genesis and Culture (by E. Barnett and H. O’Neill ; (5) Child and Child- 
Life (by Baroness Marenholtz-Bulow) ; (6) The Kindergarten (by Miss 
Shirreff) ; (7) Levana (by Richter, translated by Miss S. Wood) ; (8) Parts 
of The Duties of Women (by Miss F. P. Cobbe). All these I know, and 
have found helpful. — M. S. W. 


J. IIDU.TD ur IviJUtA 1 1 UIN . 


grateful thanks valuable gifts of books to the Library. Mrs. Frith has 
presented the Ethics of the Fust, and a number of beautiful specimens of 
minerals to illustrate Ruskin’s Crystal Virtues, Crystal Sorrows, Sec. Mrs. 
Gordon has presented the two volumes of Stanley’s In Darkest Africa, 
Through the Wordsworth Country (a most appropriate gift), and How 
Dante Climbed the Mountain. Messrs. Longman, Green & Co. have 
presented some capital educational publications— their Natural History 
Readers we especially desire to recommend ; and Messrs. Macmillan & Co 
have presented a very valuable gift of thirty volumes, selected by the 
asThlv* 1 ,T * heir catalogues. We hope to notice many of these later, 

visited the°Hou f vT l ° The Bish ° P ° f the diocese 

thinfof tbf 1 0f Educ at> on on the 20th of June, in order to see some- 

occasion of a lTttleT ° f His lordshi P’ s "as made the 

were present. unct,on at which a la > ge number of influential neighbor 
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